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Presidents Message:

   It’s that time of the year when our attention turns to family and the Holiday Season.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to wish everyone a Happy Thanks Giving and a safe, joyous Christmas Holiday Season.  If you in-
tend to travel during the holidays, please drive safely.
   The 2011 Club season has given us some of the finest meetings in recent memory.  We were fortunate to have 
two of GM’s Finest General Sales Managers, a Volt Engineer and a Finance Manager.  The Talking Stick Casino 
and NASCAR race were exceptional events and the year ended on a special Dutton Christmas Performance.  All 
of this wouldn’t have been possible without the tireless dedication of the members of the Board of Directors and 
our support teams.  These are the people who think up the meeting ideas and perform the tasks required to 
make them happen.  For this, we should all be extremely grateful and extend a big Thank You!   In addition, I 
would be remiss if I didn’t mention the fantastic job Don Robins and his team of volunteer Club Members have 
done with expanding and improving the Arizona AWIM program.  Truly, we are the best in the country in exe-
cuting and promoting this activity. Now, don’t think we are going to slack off in 2012.  
    At our January meeting we will feature a presentation from the SRP Electric Company.  Mr. Jason Dudley, 
SRP Community Outreach, will give us a look into the future and be prepared to answer the tough questions we 
are all wondering about…”how much is my electric bill going to cost in the future”?  What is causing my bills to 
rise every year and just what is causing costs to go up?  “What does the government’s role have to do with costs?  
Don’t miss this meeting, it will be extremely informative.
   February, Mr. Tom Stevens, Vice Chairman, GM Global Technology will be our featured speaker.  Tom is one 
of the highest GM Executies to speak at our meetings since Rick Wagnor spoke to us several years ago.
    March is a “Barn Burner”…one you don’t want to miss.  I call it a “Western BBQ in a Hanger”.  Our meeting 
will be held at the CAF Aviation Museum in Mesa.  Yes, and we will serve some great BBQ.  This is a world class 
aviation museum.  Earnhardt Buick will be our dealer sponsor and will display vehicles among the bombers and 
fighter planes.  Speakers will be on hand to discuss the museum and planes on display.  This is the second in a 
series of three “special events” presented to you by the GM Retiree Club of Arizona “Special Events Commit-
tee”.  I am sure you all remember their NASCAR event.
   In April, the “Special Events Committee” will be serving Breakfast at the Botanical Gardens in Phoenix.  Have 
you ever wondered why your desert plants are dying?  Speakers will address issues surrounding how to keep 
your plants alive.  Their Butterfly Exhibit is exceptional and will also be featured.
   In closing, I would like to remind you that our annual Club Election of Officers is taking place during the 
month of December.  If you are interested in volunteering your time or would like to nominate another person to 
be considered to serve on the Board of Directors, please forward your “letter of intent” to Bill Von Kampen, 
Secretary-Treasurer no later than January 2, 2012.  Letter is available as an attachment to this newsletter.

Respectfully submitted;
            Jim Harshman President

Sec’y/Treasurer Report
No report this month

eCar systems

   While the 2014 Chevrolet Equinox may offer the eAssist hybrid system, there's now word that the Detroit giant has 
already built a nine-strong all-electric demonstration fleet of its super-popular crossover. Calling on the E-Car Systems 
unit of Magna to do the technological heavy lifting – the same folks who helped Ford develop its Focus Electric – and 
with a little financial help from the Ontario government, the project is intended to give both GM and Magna some in-
sight into how vehicles in this larger segment perform with an electric drivetrain…
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2013 Chevrolet Malibu Eco Priced Under $26,000

   The all-new 2013 Chevrolet Malibu Eco midsize sedan will start at $25,995 when it arrives in dealerships in the first 
quarter of next year, reinforcing the value proposition of the midsize segment’s longest-running nameplate.
   The suggested retail price includes a $760 destination charge but excludes tax, title, license and dealer fees.
   The 2013 Malibu Eco is Chevrolet’s most fuel-efficient Malibu ever. It is the first Chevrolet to feature General Mo-
tors’ eAssist battery electric/gas propulsion system, which uses a state-of-the-art lithium-ion battery and an electric 
motor-generator to enable regenerative braking, electric assist and start-stop functionality. That helps deliver a GM-
estimated 26 mpg in city driving and 38 mpg on the highway.
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General Motors is making a big bet on small cars, but is there enough room for all of them?

   This past week, GM's Chevrolet formally introduced the latest, the 2013 Chevrolet Spark mini car, at the Los Angeles 
Auto Show. It's the third small car, followed by the successful Cruze compact and the competent Sonic subcompact. 
           
The Sonic, which Drive On tried out last month in Las Vegas, seems like a great little car -- peppy, and just enough 
room to be bearable. We're not sure there's room for anything smaller in the Chevy line, especially with super-small 
competition such as the Smart, Scion iQ and Fiat 500 making for a crowded field.

But GM North American chief Mark Reuss says he has no worries. In an interview with Drive On last week, he says 
each of the small cars will find customers. Even though sales have fallen for the stellar Cruze, he's not worried about 
the possibility that small cars might pile up on sales lots.

Plus, GM thinks is has a strong package in super-small Spark. The automaker crows that it's the only car in its segment 
to offer a seven-inch color touch-screen radio capable of displaying smartphone-based navigation, media and contacts 
for hands-free calling.

Spark is described as a sporty four-passenger, five-door hatchback aimed at first-time buyers and city dwellers who 
want bold styling and colors, affordability and 10 standard air bags. Like other small cars, it's sold as a fuel miser. It has 
a 2-liter four-cylinder engine and five-speed manual transmission.

Spring Hill Assembly Reborn as Ultra-Flexible Operation
   
GM will invest $61 million to bring its idled Spring Hill assembly plant back to life as one of the world’s most-flexible 
manufacturing facilities capable of building any GM car or crossover based on customer demand or manufacturing 
need.
   The investment will create 594 hourly jobs and 91 salaried positions for the flexible operation scheduled to begin 
with the hot-selling Chevrolet Equinox in the second half of 2012. The additional production will supplement Equinox 
production in Canada, the main assembly sites of the midsize crossover vehicle and its sibling the GMC Terrain.
   The Equinox has been so popular – U.S. sales were up 18 percent in October – that GM has increased production 
three times since it went into production in 2009.

Have a safe and very Happy Holiday Season




